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HISTORY

The Hokkaido Museum of Literature opened on September
22, 1995, in Nakajima Park, Sapporo.

Its origins can be traced back to the "Hokkaido Literary
Exhibition" held in 1966. This exhibition, held with the
enthusiasm of people related to literature, received a great
response, which sparked a momentum for the establishment of
"Hokkaido
voluntary

a literary museum. The following year, the

Literature Museum" was established as a
organization (later incorporated as a foundation), and while
setting up bases in places such as a corner of the Shiryokan
(=Sapporo City Archives, Former Sapporo Court of Appeals,
Odori Nishi 13-chome), it has been engaged in various projects
including holding literary exhibitions, publishing books such as
the Hokkaido Literary Encyclopedia, and collecting materials.

Since the long-awaited prefectural facility was established in
1995, the foundation (now the Hokkaido Literature Museum, a
public interest incorporated foundation) has been entrusted by
the Hokkaido Board of Education to manage and operate the

Hokkaido Museum of Literature up to the present.
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SURROUNDINGS

The Hokkaido Museum of Literature is located in a corner of
Nakajima Park, which is close to the center of Sapporo. The park,
rich in nature, features cultural facilities such as the
Western-style building "Hohei-kan" (a nationally designated
important cultural property) from the early Meiji period and the
Sapporo Concert Hall Kitara, known for its world-class acoustics,
and is loved by many citizens and tourists throughout the four

seasons.

ACTIVITIES
Exhibitions
In the permanent exhibition room, in addition to providing an
overview of Hokkaido's literature from the Meiji period to the
present, we introduce various aspects of the museum's
collection in the "Literary Museum Archive" corner, which is
updated several times a year.
In the special exhibition room, we hold exhibitions on a wide
range of themes centered around literature, five times a year.

Educational Programs
We hold a variety of events aimed at different age groups,
including lectures and seminars by highly specialized speakers.

Collecting and Preserving Literary Materials

In order to pass on the achievements left by writers to future
generations, we are collecting literary materials such as books,
handwritten manuscripts and letters, and we are working on
organizing and preserving them, including creating a database.
In addition, we are working to utilize materials for those seeking
literary information through the operation of reading rooms and
public access on the internet.

Research and Study

We conduct research and studies focusing on writers and
literary materials related to Hokkaido, and disseminate
information through exhibitions and publications.
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Permanent Exhibition

In the permanent exhibition room, we introduce an overview of
Hokkaido's literature from the Meiji period to the present,
covering a wide range of fields including Ainu literature, novels,
essays, poetry, tanka, haiku, senryu, and children's literature
throughout the year.  We are showcasing selected original
manuscripts, first editions, letters, shikishi, and tanzaku among
our collection of over 380,000 items (as of the end of fiscal year
2023) related to writers connected to Hokkaido, who have left
behind numerous masterpieces throughout history, along with
photographs and explanations.

There is a “Literature Museum Archive section ia corner of the
permanent exhibition room, which changes its displays several
times a year to introduce the museum's collection from various
perspectives.
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Special Exhibition

In the special exhibition room, we hold exhibitions on a wide
range of themes, including various genres of literature, literary
trends, the achievements of individual authors, and sometimes
related genres, borrowing valuable materials from outside and
utilizing our extensive collection, five times a year.
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We are holding a variety of events including lectures and seminars
by writers, experts active in diverse fields, and our museum
curatorial staff, as well as reading sessions, film screenings,
gallery tours, workshops, creative classes for youth, a tanka
contest for elementary, middle, and high school students, and
various events aimed at children. The reading room responds to
requests for searching and viewing the collection.
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We are collecting literary materials such as books, magazines,
handwritten manuscripts and letters, tanzaku, and shikishi paper
that have been passed down through the ages to the present day,
focusing on those related to Hokkaido. Regarding newly
published books, we are also collecting publications by authors
from Hokkaido and works by other writers that cover Hokkaido,
as well as literary magazines and doujinshi published within the
prefecture.

There are over 380,000 collected materials (as of the end of fiscal
year 2023), and we endevor to organize them through the
creation of a database, while careful preservation and
management are being conducted in the storage to pass them on
to the next generation as cultural heritage.

They are utilized for exhibitions and viewing in reading rooms,
and efforts are also being made to publish information about the
materials on the internet.
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We conduct research on various genres of writers and literary
materials related to Hokkaido, reflecting the results in exhibitions
and accompanying publications such as catalogs and
commentaries. We also disseminate literary information through
the editing and publication of booklets such as "Material
Information and Research" and "Museum News."
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